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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE RANGOON 0612 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, BM, GE 

SUBJECT: STATUS OF KIDNAPPED GERMAN TECHNICIAN STILL UNKNOWN 

REF: RANGOON 574 

1. AS OF EARLY MARCH 10 LOCAL TIME, NEITHER GUB NOR GERMAN 
EMBASSY HAD ANY INFORMATION ON STATUS OR WHEREABOUTS OF FRG AID 
TECHNICIAN GERT WINDHEIM WHO WAS SEIZED BY INSURGENTS MARCH 4. 
IDENTITY OF KIDNAPPERS IS STILL UNCONFIRMED. 

2. FRG AMBASSADOR, WHO HAS RETURNED TO POST, HAS BEEN EXPER- 
IENCING DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING ACCESS TO SENIOR GUB OFFICIALS 
WHO MIGHT BE ABLE TO HELP WITH PROBLEM, AND THIS DIFFICULTY 
WILL NOW BE COMPOUNDED WITH CONVOCATION MARCH 10 OF PEOPLE'S 
ASSEMBLY WHICH WILL PREOCCUPY ALL TOP-LEVEL OFFICIALS FOR NEXT 
TWO WEEKS OR MORE. BURMESE MAY BE AVOIDING SEEING FRG AMBAS- 
SADOR BOTH BECAUSE OF THEIR LACK OF INFORMATION AND BECAUSE IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH FRG POLICY HE WILL NO DOUBT URGE COMPLIANCE 
WITH ANY DEMANDS THE KIDNAPPERS MAY MAKE. 

3. GUB CENSORS MARCH 6 PASSED OUTGOING WIRE SERVICE REPORTS OF 
KIDNAPPING, BUT INCIDENT STILL HAS NOT BEEN REPORTED IN LOCAL 
MEDIA. 
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4. COMMENT: THE SEEMINGLY LONG DELAY IN OBTAINING ANY WORD OF 
WINDHEIM'S FATE IS NOT PARTICULARLY SURPRISING IN VIEW OF COMMUN- 
ICATIONS DIFFICULTIES AND THE MOUNTAINOUS, THINLY POPULATED 
TERRAIN AROUND THE BAWD WIN AREA. IF THE KIDNAPPERS ARE POLIT- 
ICALLY MOTIVATED, IT WOULD TAKE SOME TIME FOR THEM TO GET WORD 
OF THEIR DEMANDS TO THE GUB OR THE FRG. IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, 

THEY ARE DACOITS OR INSURGENTS WHO MERELY ATTACKED THE MILITARY 
ESCORT AS A TARGET OF OPPORTUNITY, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT WINDHEIM 
HAS BEEN KILLED AND HIS BODY NOT YET FOUND. 
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